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Moving to Japan from America is a bigger
deal than many Japanese would think. Imagine
waking up in the morning and finding yourself
in a place where not was familiar. The choices
of food were completely different than what
you normally eat. Everything seems to be in
smaller portion and you have to eat twice to

get enough.

One of the biggest differences is the
differnce in the way business is done. In
America fresh ideas are always welcomed. In
fact, if you do not have fresh ideas you may

find yourself out of a job.

I have found it very different in Japan. New
ideas are only welcomed when they are
coming from the right person. I found this out
very quickly.

As a teacher in the states I had a lot of
experience teaching English before 1 came to
Japan. Even still, 1 found many of my teacher

very reluctant to do anything different.

I was happy when some teachers did use
some of my ideas in class and found that they
did help a lot. Word spread through the small
core of teachers and now they are more willing
1o involve my ideas in their lessons.

I feel I have done a great thing. I have
changed a small corner of a large world, but
one must remember a journey of a thousand

miles begins with one step.
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