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I want to begin by wishing everybody
prayers for your continued happiness and
prosperity in the New Year,2002. Also,] want
to express my sincerest thanks to you all for
your continued help and cooperation with this
Association.

We have entered in to the 21st Century and
we are witnessing a rapid "Globalization" in
the world. More and more, we have become a
genuine example of Internationalization in
society. Last year we saw a variety of
tragedies in the world, but even still, this
Prefecture has seen an increase in the number
of Registered Foreign residents and even the
opening of a Brazilian School. This would

indicate that we are certainly an Internationali-

zed society.

As we advance further into the new
Millennium, we are constantly reassured of our
commitment to Internatinalization. Many
Elementary and Junior High School hold
various gatherings into an effort to promote
Internatinal Understanding through education.
The "Earth is Our Spaceship" event also
gathered together teenagers from around the
world to further their understanding of each
other. Although we at the International
Association did our part with these various
events, we are also embarking on new ideas
with the Elementary and Junior High Schools,
helping them take part in cultural exchanges
and projects developing International
Understanding. We have also created a
Cultural Understanding Club for High School
students, called "Club Lycée ". We have also
started up a television program called " TIA
News yah! On TV " 1o introduce everyone to
the lives and thoughts of foreign people and
cultures, as well as open up the world to us all.

These days we are trying to build a society
of foreigners and locals helping one another,
understanding one another. With the help of
every International Relations facility and
citizen of Tochigi I want to continue along this
path of progress , committing us to the
Internatinalization of Tochigi.

I want to thank you all for a prosperous year
in 2001.

Mitsuru Kosuge.

Chairman of Tochigi Internatinal Association
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Greeting for New Year

Did you have a magnificent Christmas and

I am a second year ALT currently living in
Fujihara (Fujiwara) but my hometown is the
magnificent and sunny Gold Coast in Australia.
As you are reading this, I will probably be soak-
ing myself in one of the Kinugawa Rotenburo's,
while snow falls down around me.

I feel strangely out of place here. Not because
[ am the only non-Japanese in the Rotenburo, but
because it is snowing over Christmas and New
Year!!! Many Japanese don't realize that
Australia's seasons are opposite to that of Japan,
which means that we have a hot, summery
Christmas and New Year, Australia is one of the
few places on the planet where you can escape

the cold.

Yes, we have Santa Claus, but he does not
have a sleigh or reindeer. He surfs in on his surf-
board, in his red suit with his bag of presents
slung over his shoulder. Before children go to
bed on Christmas Eve, they hang up stockings
and leave out a plate of cookies and carrots for

the reindeer, and a bottle of beer for Santa.

We spend Christmas Day with our family and
relatives. Unlike Japan, Christmas Day is a pub-
lic holiday in Australia so we often go to the
beach, have a BBQ (barbecue) / picnic or swim
in the pool. We like to take it easy and relax.
Many houses participate in Christmas house and
garden illumination competitions. You are often
free to visit these homes and walk around their

garden with your family or boyfriend /girlfriend.

After seeing two years of New Year celebra-
tions, I think that festivities in Japan differ quite
significantly from celebrations in Australia. |
believe that in Japan, many people visit shrines,
watch Kohaku Utagassen and also watch the first
sunrise of the New year. On the Gold Coast, like
many other places throughout the world, it is
more of a party atmosphere. People go out with
their friends, watch the fireworks at the beach

and party to the early hours of the morning.

Most Australians have never had a "White
Christmas”. T had my first "White Christmas”
two years ago. I never knew what it felt like to
fall down in 50 centimetres of soft snow. It

HURTS. I tell you now!!!

I was in Japan for Christmas Day, and | spent
the New Year skiing. I hope I can have another
"White Christmas" again. For these of you who
have never had an "Australian Christmas” or
"Hot Christmas", please try to experience it at
least once in your life.

Lastly.a bit of Aussie lingo (Australian slung)

Christmas = Chrissie

Present = pressie

Australian = Aussie

So0.1 hope you got a BIG ChrissiePressie!

Best wishes for the New Year! I hope it is a

safe and happy one!
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