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A friend and I recently went to Nikko. It's
home to some of Tochigi's finest scenery
and a dense array of shrines and monu-
ments built for very important dead Japan-
ese men, most notably leyasu Toku-
gawa.The Nikko World Heritage site is
both gorgeous and, like so many Japanese
cultural attractions, very commercial.

After waiting in line for ten minutes or
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so,we were allowed inside one of the more
famous shrines. We listened to the guide
talk about the beauty of the more famous
shrine, its construction, and the important
people who once stayed in the adjacent

room.

Then we moved into the praying area where
all the tourists bowed and clapped at the
same instant. [ tried to imagine a room full
of random Americans following a religeous
ceremony with such precision, but couldn't.
Everyone sat down and the guide spent the
next 9 minutes trying to sell us incense and
small hand-held -mirror-like-objects. Dur-
ing these 9 minutes, I often thought he had
finished his sales pitch and had started talk-
ing about something else (my Japanese is
not great), but my friend assured me he had
not.

I felt like I was trapped in a bizarre religious
infomercial. No one left early.One person
bought some incense.

(Dan is an ALT in Moka. He hopes you will
2o to www.mp3.com/danfrick and listen to
his music. To buy his cd, email fricknasty
(@hotmail.com )
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% Tochigi International Festival 2001
Place:Tochigi Science Museum
(Tochigiken Kodomo Sogo Kagakukan)
(Address:567 Nishikawada-machi,
Utsunomiya-shi)
Date and time:October 14, 2001(Sunday)
10:00~16:00
Details:Various Foods, Crafts, Songs, Dances,
Games from Different Countries. Intro-
duction of Japanese Culture, and Con-
sultation for Nikkei (Japanese Descents)
Employees
For more information or details, please contact
TIA at 028-621-0777

“*Festival Internacional de Tochigi 2001

Lugar:Tochigi-ken Kodomo Sogo Kagaku- kan
(Utsunomiya-shi,Nishikawada-machi
567)

Fecha y hora:14 de octubre de 2001 (domin-
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TIA Information Corner

go).de las10.00 a las 16.00 a
horas
Detalles:Comidas.artesanias,musicas,danzasy
juegos de varios paises, Presentacion
de la cultura japonesa y consultas lab-
orales para los nikkeis.
Para mayores informaciones,llamar a TIA (028-
621-0777)

* Festival Internacional de Tochigi 2001

Local:Tochigi-ken Kodomo Sogo Kagakukan
(Utsunomiya-shi.Nishikawada-machi 567)
Data e hordrio:14 de outubro de 2001
(domingo).das 10:00 as 16:00h. *Terd comidas,
artesanatos,musicas,dangas e jogos de virios
paises:culturas japonesas;e,consulta trabalhista
aos nikkeis. Informagdes:TIA (Tochigi
Internatinal Association ) , Tel.028-621-0777
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