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(mikeandm ariko@japan.com)

Hello from Takanezawa town, northeast of
Utsunomiya. I am 32, from Canada, and very
happy to have lived in the countryside of Japan
for the last three years. I design fun English
games for kids in an elementary school program:
Grades 1 to 6.

The town hired 3 Canadians in an experimen-
tal program to expose elementary kids to "inter-
nationalism” upon the initiative of the previous
mayor (who unfortunately passed away just
before we arrived). We have been creating an
English program here ever since. Thus far the

program has been a tremendous success in

reducing fear of foreigners and developing con-
fidence and ability using the English language.
We teach English at a level the children can han-
dle and reinforce it with games designed to
practice without seeming like a drill. Most of
these games are a result of direct contact with the
kids, our ideas and Japanese teacher input.

Apart from enjoying work | have developed a
much more complex view of Japan. My precon-
ceptions have been demolished and that is a good
thing. My prior impression was full of weirdness
of Japanese culture fostered by the media and my
laziness to learn more. Living here has helped
me see that there is a balance of strangeness in
both Canada and Japan.

Bringing my own dream into play, I brought
a recumbent bicycle frame from Canada and
over 4 months slowly built it with the help of
Ichigo and Mickey Cycle in Suzumenomia. If
you want to create smiles in Japan I advise you
to ride one in Japan too! I return to Canada this
fall to become a licensed teacher. You can con-

tact me at mikeandmariko@japan.com and

thanks for reading my (non) Jet Corner.
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