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Hi. I'm this month's foreigner! I'm in the
JET Programme. I'm rather old for an ALT
(28 years) and rather short for a Canadian
woman (my insecurity) . I've been here for
2 1/2 years and I'm staying. Next August, I'll
be working for Fifth English Club  (0284-72-

3265) in Ashikaga City.
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As a gaijin, I get a lot of staring. In
supermarkets, children stop to stare  (or they
run away crying) and on the streets, cars slow
down to look at me. | think that the children
and the drivers want to know why | am in
Japan. Then again, maybe these people are
thinking "This woman is really ugly!"
WHATEVER.

I've learned that foreigners are fascinating to
people in Japan. I'm guilty of this fascination
too. I stare at foreigners. Whenever I see on,
I'll wonder "Why is that person here?" Some
foreigners are here for the money, and others
are here for the cultural or language learning
experiences.

I'm staying in Japan because | feel happy
here. After all, shouldn't life be about
happiness?! | like mountains and earthquakes,
enkais and the train systems. And I enjoy
listening to taiko concerts and doing hanami.
I'll follow my heart forever. My foreign heart
sits in Japan. If you want to read a nice story
about following your heart, I advise THE
ALCHEMIST by Paulo Coelho.

Be happy... Thanks...
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