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There are major differences and similarities
between the Victoria High School Education
system and the Japanese High School
Education system. To clarify, Victoria is an
Australian State located in the south east of the
Australian mainland. I can only comment on
the Victorian H.S. Education system, as each
state has it's own separate high school
education system.

The major difference between the Victorian
and the Japanese education system is, |
believe, the process by which a student
graduates high school. In Victoria the process
is broken up into two years, the 11th and the
12th years. The Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) requires the student to pass
12 subjects over this two-year period. The final
year, the 12th year, the student's marks are
tallied to produce a mark, which will be their
final score. This score will determine what

university or higher learning course they will
be able to undertake. (Le. a student may want
to study Behavioral Science at a particular
university. However, the student received a
total VCE mark of 126 and the cut of score for
Behavioral Sciences at that university is 144.
Therefore the student won't be able to take that
course at that university. In Australia, unlike
Japan, university undergraduate entrance is
based upon final VCE score only and rarely an
interview. )

Another difference between our two
education systems is extracurricular activities
(club activities). For example, an Australian
school sporting team will train once a week
and play a match once a week. I have never
understood how a Japanese high school student
is expected to study when they train, in some
cases training 7 days a week. Japanese school
activities are more varied than that of most
Australian high schools.

There are many similarities as well. Both
education systems expect the best from their
students and the system encourages students to
do their best. Both place emphasis on learning
a foreign language. The biggest similarities
however are not so much with the education
system, but rather with the people within the
system, especially the students. Both of our
countries’ students enjoy the relationships they
make at school, both are interested in each
other's cultures (history lessons, cultural
exchanges). Both enjoy the same past times,
such as music (in Australia - not Kareoke),
movies and especially sport. Both Australian
and Japanese students, and in fact like students
everywhere, are searching for a position for
themselves in the world, which I believe, is the
greatest challenge a student themselves face.

It has been a wonderful honor for me to
spend the last three years in Japan. It has
allowed me the opportunity to do just what 1
came here to do - experience.
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