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We have just welcomed in a new 21 Century!
Let me wish you all a Happy New Year!

I would like to begin by extending my most sin-
cere thanks to everyone for all of their help and
support in our Association's daily affairs and
matters.

It seems that the internationalization occurring
locally has progressed quite impressively. The
younger generation's active interest in interna-
tional relations has shown an expansion in inter-
national cooperation and services activities.

Within school education, international under-
standing has also been implemented into the
classrooms. In doing so, students are able to
begin thinking about the ideas of "Japan Within
the World" and "The World Within Japan" start-
ing at an ecarly age. With internationally minded
youths like these, it is convincing to believe that
Japan will have the power to become even more
open and contributive to the world in the future.
It is for these reasons that I wish to go ahead and
actively adopt useful programs.

Recently the world has become even smaller due
to the intemet, mobile communication and the IT
Revolution. We here at the Tochigi International
Association are also putting even more strength
into enriching our homepage and other areas of
the information fields.

Furthermore, with the help of other related peo-
ple and organizations, We are continuing to
offer counseling and advising in order to provide
helpful solutions to the various problems for-
eigners living in Japan might face in their daily
lives.

Living in the times where it is considered natur-
al to live among and coexist with foreigners, as
well as being asked to help each other out as
neighbors, it is our intention to combine strengths
with various international groups and work
towards furthering internationalization on the
local level.

I would like to close by wishing you all the best
for this year.
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Road Trip in Japan

My friends and I enjoy road trips. To us,
a car always beats train fairs, speaking quietly
to avoid deadly stares, or searching for the
smoking section between train transfers.

Last March, on our way home from
Fukushima, my automatic window wouldn't go
up. My friends didn't appreciate the cold
breeze, so I pulled into the nearest gas station
(in the middle of nowhere) and asked the
attendant for a piece of plastic to cover the

window. Minutes later, on his day off, the

mechanic literally came running over from his
house. [ explained that the button for the
window was broken, not the motor since | just
had it replaced a month before. Insisting it
was the motor, he suddenly began taking apart
my entire door, removing the motor, and
unlodging the window. Meanwhile, about six
people gathered around us four foreign girls,
attempting to speak every word of English they
knew, and watched us as if we were the best
form of entertainment around.

In the end, he placed the motor, which
wasn't even broken, in the trunk, taped up the
window, put the door back together, then told
us that because this was such a rare and
fortunate occasion for him, there would be no
charge.

If 1 had been in America, I wonder if

someone would have gone to so much trouble

free of charge, or whether I would have just

been given the plastic 1'd asked for.
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