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Kirby Minor

One perk of being in Japan, as a judo player,
is that I was able to watch the most highly com-
petitive athletes in the sport battle it out in the
ultimate competition: the Olympic Games. If |
had been in America, I would have been lucky
to see highlights of the final matches and that is
if I stayed up all night waiting for it. In Japan |
saw every match uncut. With Sydney's time zone
and a little luck in the scheduling I had the extra
excitement of watching it live.

While Japan has been inspired by the
marathon gold medal victory of Naoko
Takahashi, my inspiration is being drawn from
a judo player who won the silver medal, Shinichi
Shinohara. Shinohara lost to Frenchman, David
Douillet. The loss was highly controversial
because the Frenchman was mistakenly given
credit for a throw when in actuality it was him
that was thrown. To make matters worse the
throw by Shinohara was perfect which would
have ended the match, rightfully earning him the

gold medol. What inspired me was the reaction

of a man who unfairly lost the gold. Most of us
would have expressed our outrage immediately
after the injustice or even refused the silver
medal but Shinohara waited to make any kind of
statement and when he did he said that he lost
because he didn't train hard enough. Showing
that kind of strength in character is more pre-

cious than gold.
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