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Pauline Balm

Leaving the culture that I have known for 25
years to become accustomed to a new one has
been, and is continuing to be, a challenge that
has an equivocal impact upon my life. The
consequences of my experiences here will no
doubt touch every aspect of my life in the
future.

The question I am so often asked by people
in Japan and even in New Zealand is "Why

Japan?'

New Zealand is officially a 'bi-cultural’
country, although in reality it is a country of
rich cultural diversity. The people celebrate
Maori, English, Pacific Island, Indian, Greek,
Irish, Danish, Scottish, Polish, Chinese and
French traditions, to name just a few.

New Zealand does suitably fit the title,
‘melting pot'.

So, the desire to live and work in Japan
came from a desire to know first hand what a
mono-culturally rich country is like. Japan's
history, customs and culture have a depth and
unique character which we can not possibly
experience in a multi-cultural society.

In contrast New Zealand's culture has
evolved from immigrants, refugees and
explorers. We have a comparatively young
history and a wonderfully diverse range of
peoples and ideologies.

The Japan I have come to know, has given
me the opportunity to reflect upon my own
culture. It has allowed me to view my own
world from a different perspective.

I know the complete impact of this more
diverse outlook will become clearer once |
return to New Zealand.

Although I came to Japan as an Assistant
Language Teacher, Japan has in fact been my
teacher. For this reason I will never forget

Japan and her people.
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I constantly find myself tripping over my tongue,
re-thinking what I thought about the way Japan-
ese people think and recantina anecdotes with a
newer perspective. =D WIIFLA LT TH,
W1 D L DFDOT 7 v 7 12 I T
W CT, WEMICHEbE-> TWwa, L L
AAAECIEIA L 2 0% 4 Sefi AT v
kw9, Fo, TORDTIAHL—F—DT
+ % » AL “THANK YOU FOR YOUR
COMING” EBJZ AT &7z, SHEADEE
L7z iz I“.llzf) f..i‘:’:.‘lm f“.””:’:\ TWwAMIE
BhLwkloi,

The one thing I hate more than a Japanesu per-
son asking me a blanket question like “What do
Americans eat for breakfast?” is when someone
from back home asks me a question like
“What do Japanese people eat for dinner?

In thinking about this I find that foreigners liv-
ing in Japan, myself included, are an interesting
dichotomy : we gel easily irritated when a Japan-
ese person makes some generalization about our
culture and in the same breath we constantly try
encapsulate what a Japanese person does or
what the Japanese way is in any given situation.
The biggest difference between “US" and
“THEM " (I went ALL CAPS for effect ) is
that Westerners try to see themselves as indi-
viduals and seldom say in close quarters that
“We don't do this or that in my country. ”
While individually a Japanese person might say
something like “We Japanese do this or that in
this here country. "

(This sounds negative. But keep reading. Or
don't. )

Often as an American, I hear that I come from
the “Gun society” or juuno shakai. In this
sense, [ rather envy the British because although
it's true, you never hear anyone telling a British
person that they are from the “Bad Food Soci-
ety.” Al first when you hear people saying
things about your country, it comes off a little
critical. So you start to take offense. But here in
my third year in Tochigi, I find that along with
learning a lot about Japan, I'm finding out a lot
about my country. And let's face it, aside from
some generalizations being true, some are actu-

ally comforting. If we didn't have those general-
izations to lean on, we'd never get homesick.

My time here in Karasuyama town has been
great. The friends I have made here have stimu-
lated a vast number of conversations on cornu-
copia of subjects, not excluding, but not exclu-
sive to beer, baseball, and other “b " words. |
constantly find myself tripping over my tongue
re-thinking what I thought about the way Japan-
ese people think and recanting anecdotes with a
newer perspetive. That last sentence was written
on the T shirt of a teenage girl I saw in Parco
while the per-recorded voice on the escalator
intimated to me personally, “ Thank you for
your coming.”
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% Orientagiio aos trabalhadores nikkeis latinos
¢ Aula de japonés (em portugués)

Data:19 de Novembro de 2000. (domingo)
Hordrio:13:00-14:00hs. (Aula de Japonés)
14:00-16:30hs. (Semindrio)
Local:SANNOU KAIKAN (Tochigi—ken
Moka-shi Namiki-cho 3-2-8 TEL:0285-84-
4188)

Objetivo:Didlogos tteis no trabalho.

Oferecer informagdes sobre assuntos
trabalhistas. Esclarecer dividas sobre

assuntos cotidianos.

Taxa de participacio

Gratuita (Distribuigao gratuita de
livros de orientagio)
Informagoes:Centro de Estabilizacio de
Emprego nas Indistrias
Nikkeis Tochigi TEL:028-623-6335
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“* Tochigi International Festival 2000
Place:Tochigi International Center
(9-14 Honcho,Utsunomiya-shi/ Westside
of Tochigi Sogo Bunka Center)

Date and Time:

(D November 25, 2000 (Sat) 10:00-16:00
Japanese Cooking, International Under
standing Workshop
(Limited seats are available.

Registration is required.)

(2) November 26, 2000 (Sun) 10:00-16:00
Food, Crafts, Dances and Songs from
many different countries.

Information on Daily Lives and
Counseling Services.

For more information or reservations,

please call 028-621-0777 (T.LA)

* Festival Internacional de Tochigi 2000
Local:Tochigi Internatinal Center

(9-14 Honcho,Utsunomiya,ao lado oeste

de Tochigi Sogo Bunka Center)

Data e hordrio:

(1) 25 de novembro de 2000 (sdbado)
10:00-16:00h
Aula de culindria japonesa, “workshop”
(E necessdrio fazer inscrigio com
antecedéncia)
(2) 26 de novembro de 2000 (domingo)
Haverd comidas, artesanatos, dangas,
misicas de diversos paises, consultas,
etc.
Informagdes e inscri¢oes:
Tochigi International Association
Tel. 028-621-0777

* Festival Internacional de Tochigi 2000
Lugar:Tochigi Internacional Center
(9-14 Honcho,Utsunomiya/al oeste de
Tochigi Sogo Bunka Center)
Fecha y horario/ programas:
(1) el 25 de noviembre de 2000 (sdbado), de
10.00-16.00hrs.
Clase de cocina japonesa y reunion
para estudiar las actividades
voluntarias (Participacién es limitada
y se necesita hacer una reserva.)
(2) el 26 de noviembre de 2000 (domingo)
de 10.00-16.00hrs.
Comidas,artesanias, bailes y cancion-
es de diferentes pafses
Consultas ¢ informaciones sobre la
vida diaria
Para mayores informaciones y reservas,
llamar a TIA (028-621-0777)
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Kirby Minor

One perk of being in Japan, as a judo player,
is that I was able to watch the most highly com-
petitive athletes in the sport battle it out in the
ultimate competition: the Olympic Games. If |
had been in America, I would have been lucky
to see highlights of the final matches and that is
if I stayed up all night waiting for it. In Japan |
saw every match uncut. With Sydney's time zone
and a little luck in the scheduling I had the extra
excitement of watching it live.

While Japan has been inspired by the
marathon gold medal victory of Naoko
Takahashi, my inspiration is being drawn from
a judo player who won the silver medal, Shinichi
Shinohara. Shinohara lost to Frenchman, David
Douillet. The loss was highly controversial
because the Frenchman was mistakenly given
credit for a throw when in actuality it was him
that was thrown. To make matters worse the
throw by Shinohara was perfect which would
have ended the match, rightfully earning him the

gold medol. What inspired me was the reaction

of a man who unfairly lost the gold. Most of us
would have expressed our outrage immediately
after the injustice or even refused the silver
medal but Shinohara waited to make any kind of
statement and when he did he said that he lost
because he didn't train hard enough. Showing
that kind of strength in character is more pre-

cious than gold.
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SGELEIFLALBEVVLET,

We have just welcomed in a new 21 Century!
Let me wish you all a Happy New Year!

I would like to begin by extending my most sin-
cere thanks to everyone for all of their help and
support in our Association's daily affairs and
matters.

It seems that the internationalization occurring
locally has progressed quite impressively. The
younger generation's active interest in interna-
tional relations has shown an expansion in inter-
national cooperation and services activities.

Within school education, international under-
standing has also been implemented into the
classrooms. In doing so, students are able to
begin thinking about the ideas of "Japan Within
the World" and "The World Within Japan" start-
ing at an ecarly age. With internationally minded
youths like these, it is convincing to believe that
Japan will have the power to become even more
open and contributive to the world in the future.
It is for these reasons that I wish to go ahead and
actively adopt useful programs.

Recently the world has become even smaller due
to the intemet, mobile communication and the IT
Revolution. We here at the Tochigi International
Association are also putting even more strength
into enriching our homepage and other areas of
the information fields.

Furthermore, with the help of other related peo-
ple and organizations, We are continuing to
offer counseling and advising in order to provide
helpful solutions to the various problems for-
eigners living in Japan might face in their daily
lives.

Living in the times where it is considered natur-
al to live among and coexist with foreigners, as
well as being asked to help each other out as
neighbors, it is our intention to combine strengths
with various international groups and work
towards furthering internationalization on the
local level.

I would like to close by wishing you all the best
for this year.
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Road Trip in Japan

My friends and I enjoy road trips. To us,
a car always beats train fairs, speaking quietly
to avoid deadly stares, or searching for the
smoking section between train transfers.

Last March, on our way home from
Fukushima, my automatic window wouldn't go
up. My friends didn't appreciate the cold
breeze, so I pulled into the nearest gas station
(in the middle of nowhere) and asked the
attendant for a piece of plastic to cover the

window. Minutes later, on his day off, the

mechanic literally came running over from his
house. [ explained that the button for the
window was broken, not the motor since | just
had it replaced a month before. Insisting it
was the motor, he suddenly began taking apart
my entire door, removing the motor, and
unlodging the window. Meanwhile, about six
people gathered around us four foreign girls,
attempting to speak every word of English they
knew, and watched us as if we were the best
form of entertainment around.

In the end, he placed the motor, which
wasn't even broken, in the trunk, taped up the
window, put the door back together, then told
us that because this was such a rare and
fortunate occasion for him, there would be no
charge.

If 1 had been in America, I wonder if

someone would have gone to so much trouble

free of charge, or whether I would have just

been given the plastic 1'd asked for.
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There are major differences and similarities
between the Victoria High School Education
system and the Japanese High School
Education system. To clarify, Victoria is an
Australian State located in the south east of the
Australian mainland. I can only comment on
the Victorian H.S. Education system, as each
state has it's own separate high school
education system.

The major difference between the Victorian
and the Japanese education system is, |
believe, the process by which a student
graduates high school. In Victoria the process
is broken up into two years, the 11th and the
12th years. The Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) requires the student to pass
12 subjects over this two-year period. The final
year, the 12th year, the student's marks are
tallied to produce a mark, which will be their
final score. This score will determine what

university or higher learning course they will
be able to undertake. (Le. a student may want
to study Behavioral Science at a particular
university. However, the student received a
total VCE mark of 126 and the cut of score for
Behavioral Sciences at that university is 144.
Therefore the student won't be able to take that
course at that university. In Australia, unlike
Japan, university undergraduate entrance is
based upon final VCE score only and rarely an
interview. )

Another difference between our two
education systems is extracurricular activities
(club activities). For example, an Australian
school sporting team will train once a week
and play a match once a week. I have never
understood how a Japanese high school student
is expected to study when they train, in some
cases training 7 days a week. Japanese school
activities are more varied than that of most
Australian high schools.

There are many similarities as well. Both
education systems expect the best from their
students and the system encourages students to
do their best. Both place emphasis on learning
a foreign language. The biggest similarities
however are not so much with the education
system, but rather with the people within the
system, especially the students. Both of our
countries’ students enjoy the relationships they
make at school, both are interested in each
other's cultures (history lessons, cultural
exchanges). Both enjoy the same past times,
such as music (in Australia - not Kareoke),
movies and especially sport. Both Australian
and Japanese students, and in fact like students
everywhere, are searching for a position for
themselves in the world, which I believe, is the
greatest challenge a student themselves face.

It has been a wonderful honor for me to
spend the last three years in Japan. It has
allowed me the opportunity to do just what 1
came here to do - experience.
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