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Pauline Balm

Leaving the culture that I have known for 25
years to become accustomed to a new one has
been, and is continuing to be, a challenge that
has an equivocal impact upon my life. The
consequences of my experiences here will no
doubt touch every aspect of my life in the
future.

The question I am so often asked by people
in Japan and even in New Zealand is "Why

Japan?'

New Zealand is officially a 'bi-cultural’
country, although in reality it is a country of
rich cultural diversity. The people celebrate
Maori, English, Pacific Island, Indian, Greek,
Irish, Danish, Scottish, Polish, Chinese and
French traditions, to name just a few.

New Zealand does suitably fit the title,
‘melting pot'.

So, the desire to live and work in Japan
came from a desire to know first hand what a
mono-culturally rich country is like. Japan's
history, customs and culture have a depth and
unique character which we can not possibly
experience in a multi-cultural society.

In contrast New Zealand's culture has
evolved from immigrants, refugees and
explorers. We have a comparatively young
history and a wonderfully diverse range of
peoples and ideologies.

The Japan I have come to know, has given
me the opportunity to reflect upon my own
culture. It has allowed me to view my own
world from a different perspective.

I know the complete impact of this more
diverse outlook will become clearer once |
return to New Zealand.

Although I came to Japan as an Assistant
Language Teacher, Japan has in fact been my
teacher. For this reason I will never forget

Japan and her people.
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