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Announcement of Retirement

I have retrired from my position as Chairman of
the Tochigi International Association, March
3lst of this year. 1 would like to express the
deepest of thanks to all the prefectural as well as
municipal organizations whose help 1 have

received since assuming the role of Chairman in

April of 1998.

The year | began as Chairman was also the same
year as Tochigi Internatinal Association's 10
year anniversary. Amidst the booming increse
of foreign residents in Tochigi there was a call to
bring more and more internatinalization to the
local level. Tochigi Internatinal Center was built,
despite the severe economical conditions of the
time, based on the idea of having the facilities
promote Tochigi Prefecture's progression
towards internatinalization, Beginning residents,
the center, by utilizing its many functions,
attempts to deepen mutual understanding and
friendship with various countries as well as con-
ducting numerous international Association has
progressed smoothly and for this | would like to
once again express my deepest gratitude.

On the brink of the 21st century, with the
remarkable spread of the internet era being pre-
cisely based at the changing of the timesit is with
my hearts's desire that everyone becomes even
more familiar with the Tochigi Internatinal
Association. It is with the wish, along with my
prayers for everyone's good health that [ retive as

chairman.

Masahiko Imai

Former Chairman
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Greeting from the newly appoint-
ed Chairman

I have assumed the role of Chairman of the

Tochigi International Association as of April 1st,

2

Today, the world's political, economical, cultur-
al, etc. faces are changing dramatically. It is even
changing so much that we can now feel it in our
daily lives. With people, goods and especially
information moving and exchanging on a glob-
al scale, and the total number of visiters seeking
advice at the foreigners residing in Tochigi
increasing, it is certain that the so to speak local
internatinalization is also progressing as well.

Since the Tochigi Internatinal Center's inaugu-
ration in October 1988, the association has
attempted to further Tochigi's foreigners as well
as initiating in various internatinal exchange
and cooperation efforts. In the future as well, the
Association plans to work together to plan even
more substantial works in internationalization.
To conclude 1 would like to kindly ask for

everyone's support and cooperation.

Mitsuru Kosuge

Chairman
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Francis Clay

I have been in Japan for almost two years now
and had studied Japanese language and culture
for four years before that, bringing my cotact
with the land of the Rising Sun to a total of six
years. To some this may suggest that I have an
in-depth knowledge of how Japan only once
before my JET experiences and at that time in
my efforts 1o categorize Japan and the Japanese,
I was struck by the many contrasts that exist in
Japan which give it a vitality I have never come
across in the West. The first of these constrasts
occurs to the foreigner on almost any train jour-
ney across any part of Japan. The train passes
through beautiful scenery; hand tended paddy
fields, shinto shrines; the building blocks of tra-
ditional Japanese life. Ah!The Real Japan!Or is
it? In the time taken to utter such words the train
has moved into a very different landscape of
Pachinko halls, golf driving ranges and flashing
neon lights. The real Japan, or merely a glitch on
the face of the real Japan?

The Japanese provide another striking contrast
within themselves. White-collar workers; stony-
faced.dozing on city-bounds trains or jolly, red-
faced clowns, ties askew, rolling home from an
office enkai? Schoolchildren; blank, faceless
and uniformed or Ko-gyaru girls sauntering
along in towering killer boots, decorated in
every color of the rainbow? Mothers; battling
round the supermarkets, towing their Gameboy-
toting infants or doll-like, kimono-clad ladies?
Which is their true face?

In each case, that one face disqualifies the
other as a stereotype shows that to try to catego-
rize the real Japan or the real Japanese is to try
to divide the indivisible. By coming to terms
with the fact that Japan cannnot be put in a nut-
shell has brought me a step closer to accepting
and understanding this rich, unique culture and
it's many fascinating faces.
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