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My name is Michael Corbett.  You may know
me as the deliciously nutritious fermented Soya
bean treat. If you do not, try me over and over
until you like me. Trustme! I am really good.

A friend of mine has story of meeting a Japanese
woman on a beach in Fiji that describes a part of

whalt is important to me about living in Japan.

.. group of about 7 of them were sitting around
a bonfire in Fiji. Out of somewhere appears a guitar
which somehow eventually finds itself in the hands
of the Japanese woman with whom my friend had
recently met.  The young woman started to pluck
at it here and there but not as if she knew what 1o
do with it. My friend, who was sitting beside of her,
heard noise now and then coming from the guitar
and asked her if she could play. No. Really.
Really. I can't play. She saied. My friend insisted.,
Can you play anything? Come on, come on,
something, anything is OK, we don't care [ it's bad.
It's just for fun. By this time, though, a silence came
down around the fire... I can't. I really can't, she
saied, I'm so bad... Finally, she picked up the guitar
hesitantly with both hands and begins... one, two,
three, ... out of the guitar come the most beautiful
classical guitar music any of them had ever heard...
the fire cried and put itsell out... you get the point.

I love this story. For me it sums up the wonderful
humility I've seen in some of the people in my
everyday life, here, in Japan. This humility, and a
generally lower level of aggression in the people [
meet and talk to are what I appreciate most about
living here. I am not saying that I have only met
angels, only that I have met some very nice people.

Another thing about... 1 am from Montreal,
Quebec. Montreal is a multi-lingual city (regardless
of the strange language politics which has made the
province of Quebec famous). As such, I grew up in
a home that was both English and French. My
education was also in both languages. As it
happened, 1 grew to love languages and studied
Russian, Spanish and, now, a bit of Japanese. This
brings me to my next point... BAKA! Oh, how [
love that word. Sure, there are words in every
language by which 1o call a fool but, none have
described me better than BAKA. Now, you can
understand why I feel so at home in Japan. It is the
land of the word that straightens me up with pride
when my sweater is on backwards, the word that
brings tears of joy and recognition when I trip over
my own hicycle, the reason everyone runs when |
tell them I love to eat tofu with Soya sauce. and...
well, I'll let you finish this when we have actually
met in person.
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*JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS REGISTRATION
beginning in April
P Date: Every Saturday 14:00 ~16:00
from April 8 to September 30
P Participants: Prefectural Foreign residents
P Location: Meeting room of the Tochigi
International Center (2nd floor)
P Tuition: Free, however, sutdents have
to purchase a textbook
P For more information, Call TIA at 028-621-
0777.
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