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Happy New Year!

T hope the year of 2000 brings you much health
and happines.

I appreciate your support and cooperation with
us.

In order to welcome the new year, I would like
to take a moment to reflect on this past year.

In July of last year, Tochigi signed a sister-state
agreement with Indiana in the United States,
marking its first step in furthering exchange with
an English speaking country. During this
occasion, business and agricultural groups as
well as cultural performers, were sent over to
introduce Tochigi to the people of Indiana. I
hope that more and more exchanges will occur
between our two areas in future.

Ten years ago, the percentage of families owning
a computer was only 12%, but these days that
percentage has grown to nearly 50%. With this
growth in computer use, internet use and the
ability to stay in touch with information overseas
has increased as well. The world has become an
even smaller place due to this progress in
information technology,thus helping to further
global internationalization. In keeping with this
idea, the Tochigi International Center founded
the internet corner in November of 1997, and has
since been used by numerous foreigners as well
as Japanese ever since. We are also planning to
introduce international exchange groups in
Tochigi on our home page, coming soon.
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Since 1990, we have held the Tochigi
International Festival in Utsunomiya's Akebono
Park, but last year we held it for two days, here,
at the Tochigi International Center. Lectures,
including international cooperation and
international exchange were held on the first day,
while the second day was a fun-festival-like
atmosphere. In order to make the festival more
successful and effective in the years to come, we
kindly ask for your ideas and support.

The total number of visiters seeking advice at the
counseling corner here was 1500 last year.
Many visitors to the center came here to ask
advice about daily life in Japan, but recently, we
find that some people come to our conseling
corner to ask information on the rivised law of
Immigration control and refugee recognition act
taking effective in Feburuary. We strongly feel
that providing information like this to foreign
residents is important.

We would like to promote activities that meet the
demands of the times, so that both Japanese and
foreingers living in Tochigi have mutural
understandings of each other and live
harmoniously together. Furthermore, we would
like to contribute to bringing up future
internationally-minded generations who will
take an active role in the 21st century. |
sincerely look forward to the continued support
of all our friends and associates.

Masahiko Imai, Chairman of Directors,
Tochigi International Association.
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Joanne Arata

“Take a pair of your dad's pants, just in case,
because you never know what to expect in
Japan," “You're supposed to hang them outside
in case of stalkers you know," was the advice
given to me by my Japanese friends in Hawaii
before coming to Tochigi, Japan. I thought to
myself why would they say such a thing about
such a peaceful, and predictable place? My
name is Joanne Arata and since then it's been
almost two and a half years since I've been here
on the JET Programme and I've come to learn
that they were right. You never know what to
expect in Japan and just when you think you
know what's going on, something opposite and
extreme happens. I've had experiences such as
“nice looking" train men yelling at me because
I didn't know what was going on, all the way to
the “unique looking" stranger on the street
kindly walking me half way down town to help
me find my way. I think that Japan is full of
interesting opposite extremes and seeing and
experiencing them for yourself opens your eyes
to the real Japan. Many things are strange yet
interesting, eye soring yet beautiful, and even
annoying yet catchy. It's these kinds of extremes
that are most interesting to me. You almost
always and never know what to expect and even
then something else happens. Well, I haven't had
to hang any pants up yet, but who knows you
never know what to expect in "predictable"
Japan.
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YMulti-Cultural lesson

We are going to have multi-cultral lessons
on Saturdays in February and March. We will
focus on one country's culture on each of the
days. Topics will include; the country's
introduction, special or traditional things about
the country, language lesson, and answering
questions about the country. The lectures will
be held in Japanese.
For more information, please call TIA at 028-
621-0777.
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