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My name is Larry Fry and I am a JET in
Takanezawa-machi. [ arrived in Japan just
over two years ago. | imagin that there are a
lot of new JETs in Tochigi who are wondering
about just what is in store for them. Being new
in a country where you cannot understand any
more words than you have fingers can be
trying, amusing and full of misunderstandings.
When this inevitably happens to you,

just laugh and carry on. [ would like to relate
two short stories from opposite sides of the sea,
One rear sunny morning, in April 1 sleepily
pulled up at my local Nisseki gas station to fill
up my sturdy steed. As usual the entire staff of
10 busy bodies was needed to remove a single
gas cap and insert a long hose. | was greeted
with such cheer as I pulled up that I thought I
was Alexander the great returing from my latest
conquest.  Once the tank was full, a smilling
young man approached me and said "O genkin
desu ka". [ gave the usual reply. "Hai, genki
desu yo". The pump boy looked stariled and
repeated his greeting, this time sticking out

his hand which I naturally grabbed and shook.
I again repeated that 1 was fine. This continued
until the head clerk came out and quite bruskly
said "Cashu desu ka". It wasn't till I got to
school that I learned that “genkin (cash)" and
not genki was what I had been asked about.
Another story involved a Japanese friend of
mine on a trip to Canada. During the 17 hour
long flight from Narita to Montreal this friend
was asked countless time: "Would you like
chiken or beef?" My f[riend would hear the
stewardesses working their way down the aisle
and she would practice her answer. "Yes. |
She would repeat her
answer over and over in her head.

She finally arrived in Montreal, took a cab to
her hotel and approached in much practiced

would like chicken.”

and a little bewildered voice: "Yes, I would
like chiken.”

Living in Japan has been a great experience so
far and | am looking forward to my third year
as a JET and to whatever strange thing I know
will happen 1o me tomorrow,
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% Tochigi International Festival '99
Place: Tochigi International Center
(West side of Sogo Bunka Center)
Date, Time and Programs:
*QOctober 30, 1999 (Sat) 10:00~ 16:00
Japanese Cooking, Study Session for
Host Families and others
(Registration is required.)
#Qctober 31, 1999 (Sun) 10:00~ 16:00
Food from Different Countries, Folk
Art to be Sold, Music and Dance from
Many Nations, Health Counseling and
others
For more details, please call TTA at 028-621-
0777.

% Tochigi Internactional Festival '99
Local: Centro Internacional de Tochigi
(ao lado oeste de Sogo Bunka Centa)

TIA Information Corner

Data, hordrio e programagio:
* 30 de outubro de 1999 (sdbado), dds 10:00 as
16:00 hs.

Aula de Culindria Japonesa, Curso de
(vaga limitada)
# 31 de outubro de 1999 (d()mingn} , das
10:00 as 16:00 hs.

Vendas de artigos artesanais e comidas

“Home-stay” etc.

tipicas, apresentagoes musicais e de dancas
folcloricas, consultas médicas ete.
Informagdes: TIA pelo fone 028-621-0777

* Festival Internacional de Tochigi '99
Lugar: Centro Internacional de Tochigi
(al lado oeste de Sogo Bunka Center)
Fecha, horario y programas:
#*30 de octubre de 1999 (sdbado), de 10.00
a 16.00 hrs
Clase de cocina japonesa, curso de
(Ndmero limitado)
# 31 de octubre de 1999 (domingo), de
10.00 a 16.00 hrs

Venta de productos artesanos, comidas

“Home-stay” elc.

tipicas. presentaciones de misica y danza
folklérica, consultas médicas etc.
Informaciones: llamar a TIA (028-621-0777)
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