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Irja Berg

Hello. everyone! My name is Irja Berg, I am a
second year CIR from Germany working in
Ishibashi-machi.

As for many people the image of "gaikoku" is
America, there might be some who don't really
have any concrete idea of Germany.

Especially men in their 60ies and older often

start a conversation with me sayin"We did a
good job as allies, didn't we?", which always
shocks me a little, as causing the Second
World War together is definitely not something
we are proud of in Germany.

Another image is the one of classical music,
literature and philosophy fields with famous
German names as Goethe, Nietsche, Bach,
Beethoven and many others,

But what about Germany today? Although
Germany is far away and very different in
culture, there are quite a lot of aspects that
resemble Japan: the amazing development
from a defeated nation to a world leader in
economy and technology, the dependency on
trade out of lack of natural ressources, similar
specialities in industry (cars!), emphasis on
good education, diligence, punctuality ...

Of course there are huge differences as well, in
the way of thinking, the history, culture,
landscape, food, etc.. that's why so many
Japanese tourists go to Germany every year to
experience this. Enjoying the differences as a
tourist and making use of the similarities to
cooperate in solving the problems both
countries are facing (environmental problems,
ageing society a.0.) is a great way of interna-
tional exchange, 1 think.

I will have to submit this article in Japanese
and English anyway, but I hope that the focus
of internationalization will not always be on
English speaking countries only. Let's interact
with as many countries and people as possible
and enjoy the richness and diversity of world
culture!
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