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Memorial Towers and Epitaph Carved on a Sheet of Copper
(Prefectural Cultural Properties)

"Hosho-zan Higan-in Hannya-ji" was constructed in 820 (Konin
11) as a Shingon Sect of Buddhist temple, which was founded by
Kobo Daishi (Buddhist priest of the early Heian Era). Later,
memorial towers erected for leharu Tokugawa (10th Shogunate)
and Munetake Tayasu (a son of the 8th Shogunate, Yoshimune)

was built by Tanehime: daughter of Munetake, later adopted by
Ieharu. These towers are both significant because a hollyhock crest

(of the Tokugawa family) is engraved upon them. Outside of @

Ieharu's Memorial Tower, there previously was an epitaph carved

on a sheet of copper which detailed Ieharu's wishes (the » 1” z »
construction of these memorials at Hannya-ji) to Tanehime. ; D ]\ j ) D ' é’ L ﬂ'; { 1
The temple was burned down in 1902 (the 35th year of the Meiji
Era). Therefore, only these memorial towers remain in this

location and the town has the copper stored in a separate location ® LOS5TEFEEEEFA kD 5 BREKRE 73‘%@:
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Sandra Lee
Life is full of surprises. Who knew my home
away from home would be a small, tatami-
floored apartment in the middle of green rice
fields. As I stood in my kitchen lor the very
first time. I realized 1 was on my own, away

from comfort and security. 1 was 23 years-

old and finally declared independence from my
parents. It was pretty exciting. Hello,
everyone. My name's Sandra Lee and I'm an
ALT at Sano Shoyo High School in Sano,
completing my 3rd year on the JET
Programme. Yes, my town, too, is famous
for something: And that something happens to
be the best ramen noodles in all of Kanto plain.
Well at least that's what my teachers constantly
tell me.  Although I don't eat the stulT, being a
veggie eater only, I'm sure I'll crave for the
aroma of a ramen shop once | return o my
home in Houston, TX. By the way, Houston
is famous for cowboys, spicy. spicy cuisines
and is the home to NASA, our cool space
program. Anyway, I'm trying to prepare
mysell, emotionally that is, to leave behind
whalt's been a part of my life for the past
several years. I've experienced the best of
times and the worst right here in Japan, so it'll
be tough to let go. However, I'll take all the
memories back with me. I'm sure going to miss
the long walks to the market, bowing at
everything in sight, the cheers of my students,
smell of tatami. using all sorts of ways 1o
communicate with the neighbors and so much
more. Life is full of surprises. What a
wonderful surprise it has been to be apart of
such a facinating culture,
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* JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS
REGISTRATION, beginning in APRIL

P Date: Every Saturday, 14:00 ~ 16:00, from
April 3 to September 25.

P Participants: Prefectural foreign

residents

P Location: Meeting room of the Tochigi
International Center

P Tuition: Free (students have

to purchase study materials).

#For more information, call TIA at 028
-621-0777.
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