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Thousand Handed Kannon-do at Eitoku Temple

(Kannon: one of the most popular of all bodhisattvas, meaning "the
one who hears people’s crying.)

The date of construction of the Kannon-do is unknown (Temple of
the Goddess Kannon), however, it is recorded as undergoing
restoration in 868 led by Monk Ege. After awhile, Daimyo (Lord
of thefief) Senbon Yamatono-kami Yoshisada also restored the
complex in 1605 and donated a large plot of farming land.

This dignified fine structure is built the area of 9.3m X 9.3m.
Originally the square roof was made of thatch but later changed to
zine. Within the complex, there are six Buddhas of peace. A
Gozendachi (a standing thousand handed Kannon statue, made in
the middle of the Kamakura Era) and Gohonzon (a standing
thousand handed Kannon, made in the Heian Era), are the most
significant figures in this complex and are desgnated as cultural
assets by the Prefecture.
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Happy new year! I hope everyone had a
wonderful New Year's Day. Also I would like
to express my gratitude to all for your valuable
support and cooperation.

Thanks to your dedication, we were able to
celebrate our 10th anniversary last year and are
ready to start this 11th year refreshed.

Today the number of the foreign residents in
Tochigi is increasing every year, and currently
there are more than 24,000. Due to these

circumstances, we, at the Tochigi International

Association, have been trying to provide full
support to the foreigners residing within the
prefecture through mental and legal counseling
and information services. We would like to
continue collaborations with the organizations
which enable us to offer these services.

Last July, we held the "Kids International
Club" event for elementary school children and
their parents. With the help of some
foreigners, we were able to introduce to these
participants various foreign languages, kids'
games, and cooking. We were glad to see
many participants and hope those gained incite
into international understanding, and learned
the importance of respecting other culture as
much as their own, and hope this will enable
more children to understand open-mindedness.
Last year, the Non Profit Organization Law
was established and became effective on
December 1, 1998. It would enable some
volunteer organizations to be officially
recognized by the National Government. We
welcome these changes and look forward to
further supporting their efforts.

We would like to continue to strive towards
further international cooperation and exchange
and to further promote it. We also would like
to ask for your continued support and
cooperation. Thank you very much.

Masahiko Imai
Chairman of Directors

Tochigi International Association
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Hannah Warrington

It is 2 years and 4 months since | came to
Japan, and the time has gone very quickly.
Originally I only intended to stay one year, but
I enjoyed life here, so decided to stay for two
more years.

When I came to Japan I spoke no Japanese.
In that situation, | was struck by how polite

and kind the Japanese were, and how ready
they were to communicate.

In the schools where I work, most of the
teachers tried to talk to me. The teacher who
sat opposite me spoke no English, but bought a
dictionary which enabled us to have a number
of interesting conversations. The pupils were
sometimes "shy” but 1 could understand that.
British 12-15 year olds often don't want to
spend their lunch times talking in French or
German to the language assistants either.

Another welcome surprise was how polite
service staff were here, even when they didn't
understand what | was trying to say. My
university major was languages, and 1 have
spent time in several countries. In my home
country, and the others 1 visited, if shop staff
don't understand you, they don't spend time
trying to. They can be quite rude, something
which really adds to one's feeling of isolation
and culture shock. Invariably, when I ask the
way here, people have gone out of their way to
explain carefully, sometimes even taking me in
their cars to the place I wanted to go.

This generosity and consideration for the
feeling of others has made all the difference to
how | have enjoyed my time here. In
comparison with my time in other countries 1
have rarely been made to feel a foreigner,
which I find remarkable, and welcome.
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%GUIDANCE DIVISION FOR FOREIGN WORKERS
Tochigi Labour Standards Office has a
Guidance Division which prouides consulting
in English for Foreign Workers. If' you are in
trouble in the following cases, please contact
an advisor:
#You had an accident on the job.
*You have not been paid your wages.
#*You have been dismissed while taking time
off to recover from an on the job injury.
*You have been dismissed suddenly and have
not been paid a dismissal allowance.
Place: Supervision Division. Tochigi Labour
Standards Office
Address: Utsunomiya No.2 DaiNi chiho Godo.
chosha, 4th floor.
1-4 Akebono-cho, Utsunomiya

Tel: 028-634-9111 (#415)
Consulting days & hours:

Every Tuesday & Friday

from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(except 12:00n00n to 1:00 p.m.)
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*Cross Country Skiing
Sponsor: UKII
Date: March 6 ~7, 1999
Place: Nikko Kotoku
Fee: ¥15, 000 (lodging at Nikko Asutoria Hotel
included)

¥5, 000 (day trip only)
“Both include ski, stock, and shoe retals.
Transportation from JR Nikko Station will
be provided. For more details, contact
Yuji Kurose at 028-684-6961.

*Cross Country Ski (Esqui de Campo)
Promagao: UKII
Data: 6 ~7/3/99 (sib. e dom.)
Local: Nikko Kotoku

(hosp. NIKKO ASTORIA HOTEL)
Taxa: ¥15,000 (c/hospedagem)

¥5,000 (sem hospedagem)
Informagdes: tel.028-684-6961(Sr.Kurose)
#Poderi alugar materiais de esqui e
solicitar o transporte da estacao de
Nikko de JR ate o hotel.
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% Cross Country Ski (Cross)
Partrocinador: UKII
Fecha: 67 de marzo de 1999
(sabddo y domingo)
Lugar: Nikko Kotoku
(hospedaje en Nikko Astoria Hotel)
Cuota: ¥15,000(con hospedaje)
¥5.000(sin hospedaje)
Mayor informacion: 1el.028-684-6961
(Sr. Kurose)
*Hay un servicio de transporte de la
estacion de Nikko JR al hotel.
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TIA Info
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*Free Screening
Let's enjoy the movie together!
Showing Movie: The Burmese Harp
(in Japanese, no sub-titles)
Date and Time: Feburary 6, 1999 (Saturday)
13:00~
Place: Tochigi International Center,
2nd floor
Sponsor: UKII
Limited seating, so please come early.
For more information, call Yuji Kurose
at 028-684-6961.

rmation Corner

% Cinema: A HARPA DE BIRMA (em Japonés)
Vamos assistir ao este consagrado cinema
japoneés!
Data:6/2/99 (sdb.), das 13 hs.
Local: 2° and. do Centro International

de Tochigi
Promagdo: UKII
Entrada: gratuita
Informagdes: tel.028-684-6961

(Sr. Yuji Kurose)

K Pelicula: ARPA DE BIRMANIA (en Japonés)
i Vamos apreciar esta pelicula japonesa!
Fecha y horario: sibado, 2 de febrero

de 1999, de 13:00 hrs.
Lugar: 2nd piso de Tochigi Kokusai Koryu

Center
Entrada: gratuita
Patrocinador: UKII
Mayor informacién: tel.028-684-6961
(Sr. Yuji Kurose)
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