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The statue of a sitting Buddha

BEAN344E 3 A oI M IcHgeE St

This Tenmyo Iron Cast statue was made in the second year of the Kampo
Era(1742)

The statue is in the courtyard of the Banryu-zan Gokokuin Hozenji temple

by Heiemon Maruyama and other workers living in Sano City.

in Ninomiya Town. It is a statue with a height of 288cm, the length from the

top of the head to the chin is 100cm, and the length from knee to knee of

this elegant cross- legged statue is 2

244em.
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Jennifer Thompson

Hi, my name is Jenni Thompson. I come from
Sydney in Australia. I've been living in
Utsunomiya for the last 10 months. Now, as
the end of my contract draws near, I wonder
what memories I will take home with me.

.. My typical day begins riding my bike along

the fumy, noisy, crowded Route 4, and then
further on into the inaka, with the sparkling,
green rice fields, the Spring flowers and fresh
air. | arrive at school to be greeted by grinning
students, chorusing "Haro", who quickly turn
into the bored, apathetic class, which has
become familiar. Then follows a day,
sometimes punctuated with the occasional chat
with a student or teacher, brave enough to try
their English (which always brightens my day).
Then home to my Tatami and futon and my
favourite the kotatsu, my home for the Winter,
from where | watched many Japanese TV
dramas and tapes of "Friends".

.. I guess my life in Japan, as anywhere,
brightens on the weekends and vacations. Two
weeks I'll never forget, were my spring
vacation spent travelling with my cousin.
Kyoto, Hiroshima and Takayama are 3 distinct
but very beautiful places. The food we ate,
sights we saw, people we met and of course the
cherry blossoms, combined to make il a
wonderful experience.

.. Of course memories closer to home, are
days spent at the TIA using the computers and
chatting with friends. Or eating lunch at
Amber or Genki Zushi and heading on to
Orion Dori for a bit of shopping. Going out at
night, knowing no matter where you go you'll
inevitably end up at Komeon2.

.. Although the days sometimes dragged, the
year has flown by. It has been a difficult year
in many ways, but also incredibly rewarding.
Looking over the year of memories, I know I
wouldn't exchange them. Japan my home for
this past year, will always be a part of me.
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% Your artwork could make it to China!

P Theme=landscapes or buildings which

represent Tochigi Prefecture.

P Entry Rules=0il paintings(canvas size 8 or

10). Water color paintings,
Japanese style paintings, wood
prints(size B3 to B4)

P Prizes=20.000 yen for 36 entries and an
honorary certificate from Governor
Watanabe of Tochigi Prefecture

*# For more details, call TIA at 028-621-0777.
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