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The site of the Mato Waterpower Station
The first waterpower station in Japan was established in Mato. The Ashio
Dozan Mine (a copper mine) used the power generated at the water station
1o drain water, to operate the trolley, and to light up the mine. Water
replaced wood and charcoal as the main source of power and modemized
the copper mine.
A part of an iron pipe (one meter in diameter) still ramains at the foot of

Uenotaira.
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Notlce of Petirement

I have resigned my position as Chairman of
TIA. 1 would like to express my heartfelt
gratitude to the prefectural and municipal
organizations as well as other groups who have
assisted me since I assumed the chairmanship
in July of 1996.

Recently, mutual relations among nations have
deepened, and networks of people, products,
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Greetings from the

Newly appointed Chairman

My name is Masahiko Imai and I have
assumed the Chairmanship of the Tochigi
International Association.

"Think Globally, Act Locally" is often used as
a slogan for Environmental groups. Recently,
many local associations have also chosen this
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and capital have been established.

However, with the advancement of such
networks also come problems which can be
solved only through world wide
cooperation,beginning at the local Level. So,
in order to educate our citizens about the
changes in the international situation, improve
our society, and to promote international
relations, the Tochigi International Center has
been opened. The center was established last
November and is open to all residents of
Tochigi, both foreigners and japanese. It is my
hope that the center will be utilized for
activities which develop and contribute to
international cooperation.

In closing, I want to again express my
appreciation to all those who generously
provided their leadership and cooperation.
Thank you very much.

Toshio Oe,
Former Chairman

slogan and viewed it as a base from which 1o
solve the problems of internationalization.
Considering the present state, we, as
individuals, must think about how we can
contribute to and cooperate in the
internationalization of our own communities.
In Tochigi Prefecture alone, over 10 percent of
our citizens traveled abroad last year.
Moreover, registered foreign residents make up
over | percent of all Tochigi residents. It is
also important to note that the munber of
foreigners increases every year. In one
particular municipality, 1 out of 24 people is a
foreign resident. Even in small communities,
foreign residents are an integral part of
everyday life.

Since the Tochigi International Center opened
last November, we have worked to increase the
number and variety of events so to meet the
needs of this age.

We will continue to strive to promote
international relations, and we ask for your

continues support and cooperation.

Masahiko Imai,
Chairman
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I often hear from my friends living in Japan
that it is difficult to make Japanese friends.
The difficult for many comes from their lack of
Japanese speaking ability, or on the other hand
the lack of English speaking Japanese people.
From my experiences in Japan 1 have learned
that the ability to speak Japanese is not
necessary for communication to take place.
Let me suggest how this be done.

The game called go was introduced to Japan
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over 1,000 years ago. Go is played by placing
white and black stones on a wooden board. It
is said that around ten million Japanese play
the game. Go has become an important part of
the Japanese culture. The influence of go
extends from adding new words to everyday
Japanese to shaping Japanese business
strategy.

What makes go important to me is something
called shudan. The English translation of
shudan is ‘hand talk', and its meaning is that
communication is possible without speaking.
Through the game of go it is possible to learn a
lot about your opponent without saying a word.
Anyone who plays go is familiar with this
concept of Shudan.

When I first came to Japan I couldn't speak
much Japanese. But through myinterest in go 1
was able to make friends a long time before |
could ever talk to them. Thanks to go I have
made friends with college students,
housewives, and company presidents.

I would suggest to anyone interested in
Japanese culture, or interested in learning a
really fun game, to learn how to play go. But
for those of you who are just interested in
making friends, 1 will make another
suggestion. That is,the concept of shudan is
unique to go. A wide variety of activities can
accomplish the same thing. [f your interest is
in sports, playing the guitar, mountain
climbing. or whatever else, you can interact
and communicate without speaking.

For those of you who have difficulty making
friends in Japan now is a great time to go club
participating in my own shudan.
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