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Sotai Dososhin (Travelers' and Couples Deity)
According to the myth "Tenson Korin", this deity is known to
not only protect travelers but also help unify men and women.
Sotai Dososhin in Kazuo, Awano-machi is believed to have
been transported from Shinano (Nagano Prefecture) through
Kozuke (Gunma Prefecture) to its present location.

It was built between 1764 and 1834,
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Brian Curran

I love to cycle. In the summer | sometimes
cycle for hours. Not paying attention to the
time or what roads I take, I explore the towns
and villages that surround Mashiko. There are

many mountains and valleys here; [ have
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sometimes been lost in their beauty. Since |
often get home long after dark, I sometimes
stop to eat along the way.

One particular stop is owned by the
grandparents of one of my students. Once,
after being treated to gyooza and shochu, I was
made to promise that I would treat their
granddaughter especially nice. They could not
understand that 1 treat all my students like this,
but they also could not understand that I do not
own a gun. There is another restaurant an hour
into mountains in a tiny burg with a population
of less than 1000, The proprietors had never
met an actual gaijin before. That lunch was on
the house too, but for a different reason: they
wanted me to meet and possibly court their
daughter. To this day, though I have eaten at
that restaurant many times, I still have not met
the daughter.

On the road home, I meet many of my students
who call out a greeting of one form or another.
Sometimes I stop and we talk for a bit.
Sometimes we talk until they are no longer
comfortable that their parents will not kill
them. As | continue home past the townsfolk
who smile and bow, I think how much fun it is
to have a bike here. 1 love to cycle in this

own.
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*JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS
REGISTRATION, BEGINNING IN APRIL

P Date : Every Saturday 14:00~16:00. From

April 11 to September 26.

P Participants : Prefectural foreign residents.

P Location : Meeting room of the Tochigi

International Center.

P Tuition : Free. however students have to

purchase a textbook.

P For more information, call TIA at 028-621-

0777
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