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Tetsuzou yakushinyorai
(Seated, Healing Iron Buddha)

Made in 1227, this Healing Buddha in Kanai, Nishikata Town is one of
the most important engravings that exemplifies the excellence of
craftmanship on creating Iron Buddhas during the Kamakura Era.

The special characteristics of this Buddha are its detailed hair, full cheeks
and less detailed nose and lips. The Buddha has an oval-face and a soft
expression.

Its height is 89. Tem. The pedestal is also made of iron. The Healing
Buddha was designated as an Important Cultural Asset of Japan in 1952.
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Happy New Year!

I would like to express my great thanks to you all
for your support and cooperation with TIA in carrying
out various events and programs. Established in
October 1988, we are very pleased to have celebrated
our 10th anniversary this year.

For the further internationalization of Tochigi
Prefecture, "Tochigi International Center” was
established in November of 1997. This is the first New
Year that we will celebrate since moving to this new
facility.
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Tena Koe. My name is Helen McGregor and I am a
2nd year Assistant Language Teacher in Bato-
machi. I come from Porirua, a city of Wellington,
in New Zealand. Bato-machi is a small town of
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To meet the demands of this technologicaly
advanced era, the center offers you a chance to surf the
internet and experience the multimedia corner. These
tools are available for collecting domestic or
international information, learning languages and
studying international relations. Tapes and videos of
this nature are also available. In additions, there is a
lounge available for the purpose of promoting
international friendships. Please feel free to use this
facility.

As the number of foreigners living in Tochigi
increases, the number of those having problems (work
related, health, adjusting to life in Japan, and etc...)
increases. Due to this fact, we have advised
approximately 1000 cases this year. Taking this into
consideration when planning the center, we have also
set up a consultation corner as well as private rooms in
respect to privacy.

The other areas are used multipurpose hall for
lectures and seminars, a study room, a cooking room.,
and some Japanese style rooms. Our main purpose in
the future is to contribute to further deepening the
international understanding of people in Tochigi with
the effective use of this facility.

There are more than 120 international cooperatives /
associations in this prefecture and each of them actively
works within individual areas. We hope to work with
these active associations and with the people of
Tochigi, in further developing of internationlization in
Tochigi by further promoting international cooperation,
international understanding, and international relations.

We look forward to your continued cooperation.

Toshio OE
Chairman of Directors
Tochigi International Association

about 15, 000 people situated on the eastem side of
Tochigi prefecture. It is famous for its onsen,
Koisago pottery and the exhibition of Hiroshige
prints.

My family came to visit me during summer vacation
last year. I was a little worried about them coming
because there were nine of them, seven adults and
two children. My major concern/nightmare was
losing one of them during peak rush hour on the
Yamanole train. Fortunately, this didn't happen.
During their time in Japan they had the opportunity
to do many things, to visit Tokyo Disneyland,
Himeji Castle, Kyoto and Hiroshima. But the thing
that stood out most in their minds was when they
visited my small home town of Bato. They had the
opportunity to participate in the Bon Odori festival
and a welcome party that my office had for them.
My Supervisor Mr. Kimura organized a day trip to
Nikko for my parents. My father was also lucky
enough to play a round of golf with the
superintendent , Mr. Takano.

After seeing as much as they could squeeze into
their short time in Japan it wasn't so much the sights
that they found impressive but the kindness and
hospitality of the people.

This experience showed me that even though Japan
is rich in culture and has many interesting things
that are visually obvious, the real beauty of Japan
can only be found in the warmth of the people.
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