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Shinto Dance of the Yoshida School (Kaminokawa Town

The origins of the Shinto Dance of the Yoshida School
dates back to the Genroku Era (1688-1703) when an
ancestor of the chief priest of the Kamigou Shrine,
Morinoizuminokami Toshimasa, then on a journey to
Shimousanokuni. (in present day localities, the northern
region of Chiba Prefecture and one part of Ibaraki
Prefecture), learned this dance enroute and introduced it to
the Kaminokawa Town region upon returning from his
journey.

The contents of the Shinto Dance of the Yoshida School
primarily centers around Japan's first god, Amaterasu.
However, it offers praises of goodness and dignity to
numerous gods while praying for peace to descend from
the heavens, an abundant harvest of the five grains [wheat,
rice, beans, millet (awa and kibi)], and safety for the
family.

In 1953, due to the desire to pass on the traditions of
their hometown to  the next generation, the Shinto dance
experienced a revival. Despite the pressures of
agricultural work, the townspeople donned in the
traditional costumes and masks of hundreds of years ago,
continually and fervently trained their successors 1o
carry on the tradition. The enthusiasm for this Shinto
dance continues to this day.
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My name is Samantha Fenton. I am 25 years
old and I come from Wolverhampton in  the

West Midlands in Great Britain. My home

town was recently nominated as one of the
worst places to live in Britain. However, such
criticism is nothing new to the Midlands,
which has always been an industrial area and is
also known as the Black Country. People
from the Midlands have quite a strong accent
which has been the focus of many a diatribe
comedians 1o

from British popular

elocutionists, But Wulfrunians lake it in their
stride. Birmingham which is only a 20
minutes train ride away from Wolverhampton
is classed as the second city after London and
is a vibrant place with a good university.
Kurobane and its wonderful seenery was
therefore quite a contrast to my town.l am now
in my second year here and can understand
how Basho was inspired to compose such
beautiful haiku after his two weeks stay.
Undoubledly my favourite place in Japan has
to be Unganji Temple which is so tranquil.
Life in Kurobane has made me appreciate the
beauty of nature. The people of Kurobane
have been incredibly kind, gentle and
hospitable. I will miss my Board of Education
colleagues the most of all they have taught me

so much and I will never forget them.
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Japanese Language Lectures for beginners
Participants : Prefectural foreign residents
Term : Every Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00
pm until October 8
Location : The third floor of the TIA
Fee : Tuition is free, but students must
purchase the textbook.

Please call the TIA at 028-621-0777 to enroll.
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