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The Cherry Blossoms of Terako (natural monument)

From the beginning to the middle of the month of April, the
"Edohigan” also known as the "Azumahigan” trees of the Terako region in
Kuroiso, blooms beautiful cherry blossoms. These trees grow in various
areas all over Japan,excluding Hokkaido.

While the person who planted the first "Edohigan” trees is uncertain, the
locals of the Terako region say that the trees were probably planted to
wish the people who rest in the cemetery happiness in the next world and
also to provide a landmark for the cemetery.

The "Edohigan” trees of the Terako region have a circumference of
about 6.5 meters around, a height 16 meters high. and are an estimated 350

years in age.
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1997 marks Michael Hind's third and final year

as an AET in Japan.
Originally a professional cartoonist and clown
in Ottawa. Canada. Michael came 1o Japan to
try his hand at teaching English and to further
his knowledge of cartooning and bunraku both
of which he studied at university in Montreal.
Japan has been an inspiring experience for
him. Through the JET programme.he has met.
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learned from and taught many incredible
people.
group Drop-In English, which Michael has

Through the volunteer conversation

been president of these past 2 years, he has
experienced the kindness and generosity of the
Japanese people and picked up many details of
"everyday" Japanese culture.
Through teaching and the medium of
cartooning, Michael has been able to express
his own rich Canadian culture and his
impressions of Japan to fellow foreigners and
to Japanese. His cartoons have appeared in
several national magazines as well as local
publications. His theatre experience has
served him well also as he was involver in the
creation of Tochigi's first English language
theatre troupe Wakatta Productions and its first
play Yukio Mishima's Dojoji in July  1996.
He says it is with great sadness that he
leaves his friends and the countryhe now loves.

Michael is leaving to resume cartooning in
Montreal. He will be producing a bi-monthly
comic book starting in October of 1997,

A long-practicing Buddhist and vegetarian,
Michael's hope for Japan is for its people to
reclaim their rich Buddhist heritage and live by
its principles ofrepeat for all living things, of
generosity of spirit and wealth, of perseverance,
selflessness and anti-materialism.

His parting wish is that he has had as much
a positive impact on these he'smet and share
time with as they have most-assuredly had on
him.
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*INICIO DO CURSO DE JAPONES EM ABRIL
A TIA iniciard o lo. Estigio do Curso de

Japonés do Ano 97. Destinados aos

estrangeiros residentes nesta provincia.

P Local: 3o.andar da TIA.

P Mensalidade:gratuita (apostila por sua
conta).

P [nformagdes: TIA 2 028-621-0777.

WEN ABRIL EMPIEZA LA CLASE DE JAPONES
El TIA empieza la Clase del Idioma Japonés
(la.Etapa) del afio 1997. Esta clase es para
todos los extanjeros que viven en Tochigi-
ken. P Lugar: 3er.piso de TIA. P Mensualidad:
Gratuita (libro de texto por su cuenta).
P Inscripcién e Informaciones: TIA @028~
621-0777.

K JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS REGISTRATION,
BEGINNING IN APRIL

P Participants: Prefectural foreign residents.

P Location: The third floor of the TIA.

P Tuition: Free, however students have to
purchase a textbook. P For more information,
call TIA at 028-621-0777.
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