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—— The ancient burial mounds of Biwadzuka and Marishitendzuka —

The ancient burial mounds of Biwadzuka and Marishitendzuka,
situated between the Omoi and Sugata rivers in the northern rural ~ »
districts of Oyama, were built consecutively in the first half of the sixth . 4’ -/ 9 t J
century. x . x =
Both burial mounds have the same keyhole shape and are the largest of Hu *ﬁ *Eé}g%f:iiﬁ 1?@ iﬁ'é' ,'U

their type within the prefecture. Their length is approximately 200m

and each is surrounded by a double canal. It is said that they are the

tombs of two generations of the clan that ruled the Shimotsuke domain. Eall v 25l INLTRILINUSE ZINVGERR

The archeological investigation revealed that there were two rows of KITELEBEN :Fﬁﬁ 8 Eﬁﬁ*ﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
cylindrical clay figures on top of the burial mounds arranged in close C,UHEE,\JHE ’\GJIJ—*‘:'EKUNTUR
formation. In certain places, there were human and horse figures. ERAEREAEN BB RFGE

The Biwadzuka burial mound was delcared a National Historic
Treasure in 1925 and the Marishitendzuka was declared as such in

1978.
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Notice of Retirement

I resigned the chairmanship on 1 July. I would
like to express my gratiude to the prefectural
and municipal organizations as well as other
groups who provided me with their tireless
effort since 1 assumed the chairmanship four
years ago in July of 1992,

In its evolution since the TIA was founded.
our international exchange projects have
themselves dramatic changes and will continue

to change. The deeply rooted notion of

"exchange" is gradually giving way to the
more sophisticated "co-existence”,

We may say that "exchange” with foreigners
derives from conscious behavior while "co-
existence” is  unconscious  mutual
understanding. Coming to understand another
person requires a great deal of time. Thus,
from an ecarly age, children require a
curriculum that emphasizes international
understanding. The young people of the next
gencration wish to become authentic
international people.

Of cource, we face many problems that we
must solve. Especially urgent are those
problems with which the goreign community
contends. As part of its counseling project. the
TIA receives inquires daily. The content of
these inquiries is diverse and some are gravely
serious. Concerns often arise from differences
in culture and customs. There are many
foreigners who suffer because they do not
understand Japanese law and ways of doing
things. I fully expect tha TIA to remedy this
problem in cooperation with related
organizations,

To close, I want to express my heartfelt
gratitude again to everyone who generously
provided their leadership and cooperation.

Ichiro TAJIMA
Retiring Chairman
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Newly Appointed to the Chairmanship

My name is Toshio Oe and | assumed the
chairmanship of the Tochigi International
Association.

Today, in which many regions call for
internationalization and prefectures undertake
international exchange and cooperation
ventures, activities which reflect regional
character are being undertaken in Tochigi by
both the public and private spheres.

Enacted in March of this year, the "Tochigi

2

Next Generation Internationalization
Advancement Plan" mandates a number of
projects. To [urther develop the updated "Make
Tochigi" plan, local authorities must positively
pursue their own internationalization.
international relations and international
cooperation. It is crucially important for
private organizations and local residents to
work independently as members of the
international society.

Founded eight years ago to advance
international cooperation more vigorously than
ever before, the TIA should, in my view,
innovate projects that satisfy the needs of the
age of internationalization and deepen
connections with people of different fields and
sheres.

I would like to close by pledging to become
an integral member of the TIA and by
requesting your generous cooperation and
assistance.

Toshio OE
Chairman
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Hello, my name is Penny. I'm from Australia
and I've been in Japan since July last year.
Australia is a vast, beautiful and rugged
country and physically about as different from
Japan as possible.
Australia has a relatively small vet diverse
population. Japan, on the other hand, is small.
with a large, homogenous population. The

Despite its vast size.

contrast between countries is enormous and 1
think it's these great differences that have made
my stay in Japan such a memolable and
lascinating experience.

In the last 10 months I've discovered many
things about Japan and Japanese people that |

love, things that I'll remember and things I'd
like to share with my family and [riends back
home. Here are just a few of them:

I love it when I'm riding my bike along the
footpath and cars reverse out of my way to let
me pass. | love going to Genki Sushi for lunch
on Fridays and listening to the woman say
‘dozo!". 1 love going into a crowded
supermarket and hearing sales assistants
scream 'irrashaimase’ 10 times at the top of
their voices. I love the way students say hello
and goodbye Penny-sensei. I love Japanese
food---sushi, konnyaku, udon, mochi, ebi
ramen, soba, wasabi, and tempura will be
sorely missed.

[ love Japanese drinking parties, especially
those with karaoke. | love cherry blossam
time. I love to see students play sports, hear
them sing in the chorus, watch them play in
bands and I marvel at their skill and
dedication. I love encountering western toilets
with heated toilet seats and buttons to play
with. 1 love standing next to people shorter
than myself and experiencing a momentary
feeling of being tall. I love listening to
Japanese people on the telephone. 1 love
Nikko Natural Park and the beauty of Yumoto
spa and Senjogahara Plateau. [ love it when
the principal of my school sees me squinting in
the sun so lends me his baseball cap. | love it
even more when the next day he turns up at
school and presents me with a hot pink pair of
sunglasses to wear. | love Lotte Rum and
Raisin chocolate and Japanese Izakayas....and
the list goes on.

I have loved my time in Japan and know I'll
return to Australia with some fabulous
memories. | hope to visit again one day.
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* Cricketers Wanted

The Japan Cricket Association is looking for

foreign resident cricketers 1o participate in a
competition for foreign teams. The JCA has
been responsible for establishing a league of 7
teams in the Tokyo/Kanto region who are
playing in competition for a commercially
sponsored trophy. The JCA is not only looking
for experienced cricketers to play in the current
tournament but anyone who is interested in
participating in the Association, forming other
teams or helping introduce the game to the
Japanese. Scorers/ Umpires courses are
conducted in Japanese for locals, volunteers
are sought to run kid's cricket classes and to
help with the coaching of Japanese players,
and others are sought to help with the
organisation on match days, preparation of the
ground, helping with refreshments, fund
raising activities and so on.

Anyone interested should contact the JCAP on
0272.23. 3976
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- Second Semester Japanese Language
Lectures Registration
Participants | Prefectural foreign
residents
Term . July 24 until November 13 ;
Every Wednesday from 6:00 to
8:00 pm
Location . The third floor of the TIA
Fee : Tuition is free but students
must purchase the textbook.
Please call the TIA at 028-621-0777 1o enroll.
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