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—SHINKYO —

The Shinkyo, or Sacred Bridge. is a beautiful bridge
crossing the Daiya River.

It is all red-lacquered except the back of the bridge,
and the handrails are beautifully decorated with gold
and black metal fittings. It was constructed in 1636,
under the sponsorship of Tadatsugu Sakai. It was
called the "Sacred Bridge" because of its outstanding
beauty. Only the Shogun and the Emperor, or
members of their retinue, were allowed to cross it. It
was washed out in 1902, but rebuilt in 1904. The
bridge is 28-m-long, and 7.4-m-wide.

Legend says that Shodo Shonin, the Monk who first
settled the Nikko region, could not cross the Daiya
River because of raging torrents. He began to pray
fervently, and his prayers were answered by the god
Jinja Daio, who appeared carrying red and blue
‘snakes. He threw these across the river, and they
twined together, forming a bridge.
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My name is David Fisher. I'm a third year
ALT on the Jet Programme.

I'm a native of Northern Ireland. a small
country on the periphery of Western Europe.

Currently I work at Utsunomiya Chuo Girls'
High School, Nozawa School for the
Disabled, and Mo Gakko - the school for the
blind.

Dia duit. Dahi ata orm. An bhfuil Gaeilge
agat? ( pron. "Jeea ditch. Dahee ataw orim.
Un will Gaylga ugut?” ) I suppose I'd better
explain before you rub your eyes in disbelief.
This isn't English, It's Irish.

The Irish people have their own language but

nowadays, most people speak English. The
translation is, " Hi. How's it going? I'm
David. Do you speak English?
Irish is an ancient language with no
connection to English. It was the language of
the Celts, a very advanced civilization which
inhabited Ireland 2,000 years ago. The legacy
of the Celts is that Ireland has a very
distinctive culture including language, music,
dancing, literature and poetry.

Since coming to Japan I have taken up
cycling as a pastime. The teachers at one of
my schools have even nicknamed me "Chari-
chan.” Right now, I'm looking forward to the
Spring. The arrival of the warm weather
means | can ride off into the Tochigi
countryside and beyond.

While travelling on a bike one has the
chance to enjoy the scenery at a slower pace,
enjoy the fresh air and see lots of wildlife,
including the odd cyclist-hungry dog. Then,
when you begin to feel hungry, you can stop
off at the nearest ramen shop for some
noodles and lively conversation with the local
farmers.

Some of my friends think I'm a little bit
crazy for loving cycling so much. My words
in retort are always the same, "Don't knock it
until you try it."”

Slan(slawn) goodbye
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