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This 121em wooden statue of Erasmus
is located in the Ryukoin temple in Sano
city’'s Kamihaneda district. The statue
was hidden in the stern of the Dutch
ship Rifude (formerly The Erasmus)
which washed ashore on the Pacific
coast of Oita Prefecture in the year
1600. Also aboard this ship was William
Adams (known to the Japanese as
Miura Anjin) who became the diplo-
matic advisor to the Shogun Tokugawa
[eyasu.

The statue has been handed down to
the Ryukoin temple because it passed
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into the hands of Shogun vassal Makino
Shigesato, and it was donated to his
family temple of Haneda village in
Makino's domain along with the Ma-
kino family treasures.

An audit of the temple’s artifacts in
1930 revealed that the statue was that
of the famous enlightened Dutch
thinker Erasmus. The Netherlands ex-
pressed a wish to have the statue retur-
ned but Japan declared it a national
treasure.

It is the oldest known Dutch wooden
statue.
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My name is Robert Anderson and this
is my second year on the JET Program.
[ am an Assistant English Teacher at
Utsunomiya Seiryo High School | and |
visit Hakuvo High School in Utsu-
nomiya every Thursday .

I come from Mystic , Connecticut in
the United States of America .
Connecticut is in the northeast of the
United States and the climate is similar
to Tochigi - ken except that there is no
rainy season during the spring . My

town is located on the coast between
New York City and Boston .

Both cities are a two hour drive by car
from Mystic . Mystic is a popular tour-
ist destination because it is a historic ,
quiet town famous for delicious seafood.

I enjoy studying shodo at my school .
I am also studying Aikido . I first start-
ed practicing Aikido in France a few
vears ago and then continued in the
United States .I like Aikido because it is
a “soft ,” purely self - defensive martial
art . It is also very spiritual and its
motions are based on the forces found
in nature . 1 am happy to be finally
studving Aikido in the country of its
origin .

I find that everyday is a challenge in
Japan . Learning Japanese is a lot fun ,
but sometimes frustrating . I have felt
very comfortable in Japan because
everyone has been very kind to me . I
hope that in my short stay in Japan |
can contribute to a greater mutual
understanding between the United
States and Japan .
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T.I.A. ““Japanese Class" for foreigners

The intermediate Japanese Class for for-
eign residents in Tochigi prefecture will be
held as follows;
Date: From November 22, 1995 to March
26, 1996. (Every Wednesday)
Time: 18:00 ~ 2000
Place: The Tochigi International Associa-
tion (3 {L)
We accept up to 20 students. Tuition fee is
free, however, the students have to buy a
texthook.
# For more information, all T.I.A. at 0286
=21-0777.
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MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELLING SERVICE

The Tochigi International Association has

begun to offer a mental health counselling

service for foreign residents.

Special counsellers from the Tochigi Men-

tal Health Center are offering free consul-

tation with the help of interpreters.

Date: every lst and 3rd Tuesday from
1:30pm ~ 4:00pm

Available Languages: Japanese, English,

Portuguese, Spanish, Chinese, Farsi.

Location: Third floor office of the TIA

Counsellers: the staff of the Tochigi Men-

tal Health Center.
#We can only accept one client at a time,
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so please contact us to make a reservation.
Tochigi International Association

1-2-16 Showa Utsunomiya

Tochigi-ken Jichi-kaikan 1f.

& 0286-27-3399

CONSULTAS PSICOLOGICAS

Ultimamente se han aumentado las con-
sultas sobre problemas psicologicos. Por
esta razdn, empezamos a dar consultas con
profesionales de este campo con la colabo
racion del Centro de Salud Mental de To-
chigui.
Fecha: primer y tercer MARTES de cada

mes
Horario: de 13:30 p.m. a 16:00 p.m.
Idiomas: Japonés, Inglés, Portugués,
Espanol, Chino, Persia
Lugar: Tercer Piso de TIA
Consultores: Profesionales del Centro de
Salud Mental de Tochigi

#Llamar con anticipacion para hacer la
reservacion de la consulta a la:
Tochigi International Association (TIA)
1-2-6 Showa, Utsunomiya-shi
Tochigi - ken Yichi - kaikan primer piso
Teléfono: 0286-27-3399

CONSULTAS PSICOLOGICAS

Como ultimamente tem aumentado as
consultas sobre os problemas psicolégicos,
comegamos a dar consultas com profis-
sionais desta drea com a colaboracgfio do
Centro de Saide Mental de Tochigi.
Data: toda primeira e terceira TERCA-

FEIRA do més
Hordrio: das 13:30 as 16:00 horas
Idiomas: Japonés, Inglés, Portugués,
Espanhol, Chings, Persa

Local: 3o. andar da TIA

Consultores: especialistas do Centro de-

Satde Mental de Tochigi
#Marque a consulta com antecedéncia na:
Tochigi International Association (TIA)
1-2-16 Showa, Utsunomiya-shi
Tochigi-ken Jichi-kaikan lo. andar
Telefone: (0286-27-3399

TIA Information Corner
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