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An Introduction to Municipal Cultural

Treasures: Tochigi City

The Shimotsuke Domain Kokucho His-

torical Preserve

ZENDEN: A structure being restored
within the Tochigi City
Shimotsuke Domain Koku-
cho Historical Preserve.

The Kokucho (lit. state administra-
tive building) was established during
the Ritsuryo era (Nara and Heian
periods) as the administrative center of
the imperial rule of the Shimotsuke
domain (modern Tochigi prefecture).
Provincial governors used the kokucho
to conduct state rites and attend to
official affairs.

The designated historical preserva-
tion site which includes the kokucho
and surrounding lands is 25,000ny.

Maintenance of the historical preser-
vation site consists of the following two
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efforts. First,in order to recreate the
Shimotsuke Domain Kokucho as it was
1,200 years ago, the zenden structure, a
facility where officials conducted state
rites, is being fully restored. Second, a
trimmed hedge wall is being made
alongside the east and west wakiden
structures where officials attended to
state affairs.
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My name is Randy Smith, and I am
beginning my second year as a partici-
pant of the Japanese Exchange and
Teaching (JET) Programme. [ work as
an Assistant English Teacher at Ut-
sunomiya Kita High School. Last vear,
[ also taught at Hakuyo High School in
Utsunomiva and Shiova High School. |

am from Shreveport, Louisiana in the
United States. Louisiana is in the south-
ern part of the United States and bor-
ders the Mississippi River to the east,
Texas to the west, and opens to the Gulf
of Mexico to the south. The most
famous city in Louisiana is probably
New Orleans. New Orleans is well-
known for having delicious fresh sea-
food, one of the world's largest festi-
vals called Mardi Gras, and as the birth-
place of jazz music. Louisiana is also
where Tobasco pepper sauce is made.

I have enjoyed my first year of living
in Japan very much, and [ am looking
forward to my second. The things I like
best about Japan are the natural
beauty, kind people, and its ability to
respect traditional culture while accept-
ing modern ways. The thing [ like least
is its frequent earthquakes. Everyday
of my life in Japan is filled with new
challenges and surprises. Therefore, [
find my life in Japan to be exciting and
interesting. Although I came to Japan
as a teacher, often I think it is I who is
learning the most from the experience.
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~"5TOCHIGI INTERNATIONAL FESTI-
VAL~

‘The International Festival that both for-
eign and Japanese residents can enjoy
together will be held at the Akebono Park.
Bring yvour family and have fun!

Date: Thursday, November 23, 1995 (If it
rains,it will be postponed to November 26)
Time: 10:00a.m.~3:00p.m.

Place: Akebono Koen (Akebono Park=
near the Utsunomiva-shi Bunka Kaikan)
Programs: Exhibits and sales of foreign
folk crafts and products, taste of foreign
dishes, foreign folk dances, musical perfor-
mances, introduction of Japanese culture,
el

#For more details, call T. I. A. at (0286-21
-D777,

Festival Internacional de Tochigi'9s

Data: 23 de Novembro de 1995 (quinta-
feira) (em caso de chuva,26 de Novembro)
Horario: 10:00~15:00horas

Local: Parque Akebono de Utsunomiya
Programa: Exposicéio e venda de
artesanatos e produtos estrangeiros;
comidas tipicas; e apresentacgdo folclorica
de varios paises, de banda musical e da
cultura japonesa.

Informagao: na TIA Z0286-21-0777

Festival Internacional de Tochigi'9s

Dia: 23 de Noviembre (jueves)

(en caso de lluvia, 26 de Noviembre)
Hora: AM10:00~PN15:00

Lugar: Parque Akebono de Utsunomiva
Contenido: Obra de arte popular extran-
jero, Exposicion y venta de objetos expues-
tos, Degustacion del plato mundial, Arte
folclorico mundial, Banda de masica,
Presentacion de cultura japonés.
Informes: en la TLA, &®0286-21 0777

95T ARE N

FIHA 2 SERE 7 SE11 H 23 E (1) (RYFEEHE ShAE
ZE11 H26 H #HiHR)

IHE 2 10 2 00~15 2 00

Hieh s FEET B G IROAHE

B 7o 2 S ) 8 1
fEFUshE . HERERRRE | T
g sk ol TN

B itudl - EEREE S maaE (0286)21—-0777

1998 S mp M o oyt
e VAR T
s 5 5 VATV DL U

PV (2 iyl L
)".J....:r;:.r.l.-i.:cf.a Vooele 5l okl
(Lspn (23) YSm o Sl o

FCIE GO

e - LSl
ol R 035 e

ol ;1..2_,.; fj\f 2 bl qul sy
TIA  YAP=Y A=+ VWY L ealind oycain.

Baim A R R
RS Akt
Tochigi Infernationsl  Assotiofion

S REBERL T | R T RS 5

7 min FR  Kencho-Moe Slop:

* MRTFTHERS it F105
|0m niFR Tobu Uhunomiya Ska,

HE O

S

=
ss&w% 1 !
ez e
il

N
“FUTARA' SAN"Shring {][

fuk, I £

H
=

il

?U? U
Y PAeS )

EiRAT

TEL

Ha oo B FAX

Wi « 71T MR A E R T
HF 7320 FEERE TR 2- 1685 AU E b2 1 R -
0286-21-0777 (f4z%) 0286-27-3399 (HIZET HIEER) |
0286-21-0951

SOPSIFTA]  8:30~17:15:L0 - HIE « HREE « SRFMH TR ‘




