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——THE KIBATA SHRINE GRAND
FESTIVAL——
The Kibata Shrine has a close connection
with Sakanoueno Tamuramaro and boasts a
long history.
The Exorcism Grand Festival will be held on
January 14th, 1993. On this day, Matukazari
(the New Year’s pine tree decorations), old
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Ofuda (talisman) and other old New Year's
decorations are brought to the ground of the
shrine where a greatbonfire (Dondoyaki) is
held and dedicated to the health and safty of
families. Daidai- Kagura (Shinto’s liturgical
drama) is performed by the members of
“Shinkokai” (Kagura preserving group).
Place : Kibata Shrine, Yaita city.

Transportation : 7 min. drive from JR Yaita
station (JR Tohoku Line)
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HAPPY NEW YEAR !
In recent years we have entered an era in
which both domestic and foreign socio-eco-
nomic conditions have undergone consider-
able changes. In Japan, the domestic response
to improve our internationalism has been
remarkable.
In the past, both the national and local gov-
ernments were the focus for the promotion of
international exchanges. Now, with the rapid
increase of foreign residents in recent years,
it is the prefectural citizens who are actively
seeking to increase both their international
awareness, and promote further exchanges
with the rest of the world.
In an article published in the second issue of
this Bulletin, Mr. Terasawa, the then Direc-
tor of MIGA (Multilateral Investment Guar-
antee Agency) and now member of the House
of Councilors, said that an international per-
son is one who “does not change his or her
usual attitude or behaviour simply because
foreigners are present”. I think that in the
future it will be even more important to
continue improving both international under-
standing and exchanges.
Our Association was established in the third
sector by the joint efforts of government and
civil groups. We have been working to pro-
mote a variety of projects through the close
cooperation with numerous other groups and
associations. Last year, for the first time in
Japan, a “General Counseling Day for For-
eigners” was held simultaneously in Tochigi,
Gunma and Ibaraki prefectures.
This year our association is celebrating its
fifth anniversary of establishment. Naturally,
we are eager to continue promoting interna-
tional understanding and goodwill, and sin-
cerely hope for the continued support of all
our friends and associates.

Ichiro Tajima

Chairman of Directors

Tochigi International Association
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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL ’92
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T.1. A.EVENT INFORMATION

~~“The '93 New Year Party”~~

Date : Saturday, January 9th, 1993. 1:00 p.m.
~4:00p.m.

Place : New-Mikura (near the TIA office and the
Kencho)

Entrance fee : FREE

Attractions :Rice cake pounding, Try on a

Kimono (traditional Japanese cos-

tume), Calligraphy, Traditional

Japanese games, Tea Ceremony,

Koto (Japanese harp) concert,

Flower arrangement, etc.
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