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Yakuyoke Setsubunsai (Demon-exorcise bean-
throwing Festival)

“Yakuyoke Setsubunsai” (Demon-exorcise
bean-throwing Festival) will be held at Mibu
Temple on February 3rd, 1992. This festival
was started when the main hall of the temple
was built in 1914 (3rd year of Taishyo era).

*Goma (holy fire) ritual will be observed
three times that day to pray for adherents’ good
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luck, security and exorcism. About a thousand
Toshiotoko throw small gifts as well as beans.

Many stalls and local special products selling
booths stand at the precint and are crowded
with people all the day.

Place : Mibu Temple in Mibu town

Transportation : 20min. walk from Mibu
station (Tobu Utsunomiya Line)

* Goma ritual : Goma wood (fuel) is thrown
into a furnace which is set on the altar to burn.
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS

I would like to extend my best wishes for a
successful and happy New Year to all of you. It
is also my sincere hope that you will continue to
support us as much this year as is the past.
This is only the fourth year since the Tochigi
International Association was established, but
we have already been recognized by the Minis-
ter of Home Affairs as one of the Associations
which promotes internationalization. Through
your co-operation, we have developed many
various projects and activities.

Last year, International Associations were also
established in both Gunma and Ibaraki prefec-
tures and consequently a three prefecture Coun-
cil Meeting was created to facilitate the
exchange of information and discuss future
projects.

We are also making an effort to become the
nucleus of international exchanges at the local
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level, while at the same time strengthening our
connections with the Council of Local Author-
ities Jfor International Relations (CLAIR).

I once saw a magazine article which said, “The
most important thing for Japanese is to make
more friends abroad. The idea of standing alone
is out of date. Now, we have to accept each
other, and develop deeper and more meaningful
friendships. Consequently, only internationally-
minded people can open up the future.”

I believe that this idea is very important for
promoting internationalism, and I would like to
continue our efforts toward that goal by work-
ing hand in hand with you all. Once again I look
forward to your co-operation and assistance.
Wishing you good health, good fortune and a
Happy New Year.
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~~THE NEW YEAR PARTY~~

O-Shogatsu (the New Year) is the most impor-
tant annual celebration in Japan.
You can experience and enjoy the Japanese
New Year season’s events at this party.
Please come and join us on this happy occasion!
Date : Saturday, January 11, 1992.
from1:00 p.m.to 4:00 p.m.
Place : New-Mikura (near the TIA office
and the Kencho)
Entrance fee : FREE
Attractions :

Rice cake pounding/ Try on a Kimono
(traditional Japanese costume) / Callig-
raphy/

Traditional Japanese games, e.g. Karuta,
Origami/ Tea ceremony/

Koto (Japanese harp) concert/ Flower
arrangement/ Introducing other coun-
try’s culture/

For further information, call the Tochigi Inter-
national Association at(0286)21-0777.
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