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Flower Tub Carrying in Sangawa
“Flower Tub Carrying. in Sangawa, Oyama
is the festival of Munakata Shrine. Seven-
year old girls put on beautiful dresses and
carry flower tubs as the leaders of Mikoshi
parade. Seven years is considered to be the age
that children of the god become children of the
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man. The song which is sung by young men

is unique.

Date : January, 25, 1991

Place : Munakata Shrine
Transportation : 10 min. by car from JR
Mamada station
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A Happy New Year!

I sincerely hope that the New Year bring you
health, happiness and all other good things.
It has been three years since the Tochigi In-
ternational Association was established. During
these years we planned and held many kinds
of events. Our association was designated as
one of the first Japanese association for pro-
moting local internationarization by the Au-
In Japan,
each prefectural government is making a plan

tonomy Minister in January, 1990.

to promote internationalization.

The world situation has been changing at a
rapid speed. Free trade between the United
States and Canada has begun, Europe endeav-
ours to ensure the success of the single Europe-
an Market, the United Kingdom will restore
Hong Kong to China, Germany was united, de-
mocracy has emerged in the Eastern European
countries and the Soviet Union, and world ar-
mament will be reduced under the Charter of
Paris. On the other hand, there are some prob-
lems on Earth, tension exists between East and
West, inequality between developing countries
and advanced nations, and environmental issues.
The cooperation of the world is necessary to
solve these problems.

In such a world situation, what the Japanese gov-
ernment and administration can contribute to
the world community, becomes one of the subjects
at the third Japanese Governmental Extraordi-
nary Administrative Reform Promotion Council.
The international exchange at the community
level will increse. We continue our efforts in pro-
moting various kinds of exchanges and in strength-
ening the bond of relationship between foreigners
and Japanese, together with the support of Tochigi
government and other governmental and private
organizations. We are looking forward to seeing
you in our office and at the events we hold so that
we may listen to your ideas and comments.
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“The New Year Party”

The Tochigi International Association is hold-
ing an O-shogatsu party! As you know, the
New Year is Japan’s most important Holiday.
Please come and join us on this happy
occasion.
Date:Saturday, January 12,1991.
from1:00p.m. until4:00p.m.
Place:New Mikura (near the TIA office and the
Kencho)
Entrance fee:FREE
Attractions:

*Rice cake pounding/*Try on a Kimono
(Traditional Japanese costume)/%¥Come try
Japanese Calligraphy/#¥Traditional Japanese
Games/*Japanese tea ceremony/

*Flower arrangement/¥KOTO (Traditional
Japanese instrumental)concert/*Introducing
other country's culture/¥*KARAOKE contest
(awards will be given/advanced register
is required to prepare KARAOKE tapes)

#For further information, call the Tochigi Internaional

Association at(0286)-21-0777
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TIA “Information board.

We created an ‘Information board, on the first
floor of TIA to assist communications between
foreigners and Japanese in Tochigi Prefecture.

Personal information including exchange lessons,
selling and buying, searching for friends, etc... can

be put on the board for free of charge by filling out

a prescribed form. For more information, please
come to the TIA office.
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