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SANBASO OF KAWAMATA, KURIYAMA VILLAGE

Sanbaso is a dance which is performed on January
20th(by the old calendar) when the local theater had
been opened. Since the local theater was obsoleted,
it became to perform with EBISU ( The god of
fishermen) dance and DAIKOKU (The god of wealth)
dance on January 2lst after the GENPUKU(assuming

sacred.
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manhood) ceremony. Young men in Kawamata are

Sanbaso dancers. The dance is very

is said that all trees and plants will

wither up if a dancer makes a false step. (This is

intangible cultural property by

Prefecture)

Greetings from the President of

Tochigi International Association

Japan has been internationalizing very
rapidly the passed few years. And our
lives will become more deeply involved
with other countries in every aspect of
the international relations.

Under this situation, international
exchanges at the community level has
been growing.

The “Tochigi International Association”
has been established in October, 1988
to cope with such “Internationalized”
situation by offering appropreate
services.

We would like to ask for your advice
and your support to contribute for the
new era of Tochigi prefecture.
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Tochigi International Friendship Association
(President + Mitsunobu Akiyama)
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BUY YOUR DREAM AT SANRIO BIFT SHOP-OLIVE
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1989 is the year of the snake (“Mi”) (1989%- 134 CF)

) 4

The snake is the symbol of the 6th year of the Oriental

Zodiac(juni-shi), whose order is as follows: rat(ne),
ox(ushi), tiger(tora), hare(u) , dragon(tatsu), snake(mi),
sheep(hitsuji), monkey(saru), cock(tori),

and wild boar(i).

horse(uma) ,

dog(inu)

The year 1988 was the year of the dragon in the current
12 year cycle which terminates in 1995 at the end of
the wild boar-the 12 year cycle beginning with the year
of the rat in 1996.

These animals and the bird are often referred to in
Japanese history, story, folklore, literature, art, and
heraldry.

In its use as a year name the snake is a fabulous creature
often undistinguishable from the serpent, or the dragon.
“The snake is of symbolic importance in Japan. For
instance, it is a symbol of woman’'s jealousy, as in the
story of Kiyohime, who revenged herself by becoming
transformed into a dragon and destroying her lover”.

("The Japanese Art Motives’ )
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